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Supplies needed:  card stock paper or thicker, scissors, markers or colored pencils 

Paper dolls are figures cut out of paper or thin card, with separate clothes, also made of paper, that 

are usually held onto the dolls by paper folding tabs.[1] They may be a figure of a person, or a cartoon 

animal.  Paper dolls have been inexpensive children's toys for almost two hundred years. Today, 
many artists are turning paper dolls into an art form.   A professional artist I know would be given a 
photograph of a real person and make a paper doll out of it. When you have time to spend inside, 
creating a paper doll with a wardrobe is lots of fun.  This is one of my projects from the master artist 
tea party “Tea by the Sea” with Winslow Homer.  Here is a picture by Homer of bathing suits at the 
turn of the century. 

 

 

Here are some YouTube videos of people in bathing suits like this:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQkuANMr3Ag Here is the Disney rendition of the song “By the 
Sea.”  Can you listen to this song and create an original character?   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paper_doll#cite_note-1


Here is another famous picture by Winslow 
Homer called “Breezing Up.”  Notice how the young men are dressed. You could make a paper doll 
of a famous person in literature such as Tom Sawyer.   

 

 

 

The first manufactured paper doll was “Little Fanny”, produced by S&J Fuller, London, in 1810 [5] In 
Europe, particularly France, the first paper dolls were popular since the mid-18th century. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paper_doll#cite_note-5


"The History and Adventures of Little Henry," by J. Belcher, was the first American toy that included 
paper dolls. Published in 1812, this book prompted children to act out various scenes with the paper 
dolls that were included. 

 

https://images.templa 

Just for fun kids can create their own paper doll.  

1. Get a blank piece of paper to draw a person.; use cardstock paper or cardboard for the 
body. 

2. Cut out the shape. 
3. Color the doll and fill in facial features and hair color. 
4. Retrace on new paper to make clothes. 
5. Draw the different clothing items: shirts, sweaters, pants, skirts, dresses. 
6. Draw tabs around the edge of the clothes. 
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