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The winter season is a special time of winter activities.  In some places, one of these activities is ice 

skating.  We can enjoy many works of art about this exciting sport.  Below you see a picture by Currier 

and Ives.  These gentlemen were printers and also genre artists as they captured a certain time period in 

American history.  You can go here to read more about them: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Currier_and_Ives 

 

 

They captured the wonderful time period of American history.  Their work pictures things in the mid and 

late 1800’s.  They even had a print of Lincoln’s assassination. 

Abraham van Strij did the picture “A Winter Scene” below.  Look at the wonderful details on the 

building.  Do you see the shading in the tree in the foreground?  Do you notice different dark and light 

values?   Going through the door creates something of a trompe-l’oeil.  This is an art technique that uses 

realistic imagery to create the optical illusion that the depicted objects exist in three dimensions.  It 

appears that you can go through the door created by the artist. 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

'Skating fun' by 17th century Dutch painter by Hendrick Avercamp is a picture that shows atmospheric 

perspective by making the people in the distance much smaller and much lighter.  The people in the 

foreground are more detailed.  How many different things can you see people doing in this picture?  

“The Skating Minister” by Henry Raeburn below, depicts a member of the Edinburgh Skating Club in the 

1790s.  The diagonal lines give a sense of movement to the skater.  Do you think the colors create the 

mood of a winter day?  Do you notice the water is a little darker in the foreground? 



 

One of the most famous pictures of a skater is the one below by Gilbert Stuart.  Gilbert Stuart is most 

famous for doing pictures of George Washington.  He was a well-known portrait painter.  Do you get an 

idea of what the skater is like just looking at the picture?   This is the way people dressed to skate in the 

time of George Washington.  How does he create a look of distance or depth in the picture? 

 



 

 

Axel Ender was a Norwegian painter and sculptor.  His style is very different from Gilbert Stuart.  He uses 

diagonal lines to show movement.  Copying a master work of art is a great learning experience.  Choose 

one of these skaters and copy the picture.  You can use any color medium.  Follow the directions on 

getting correct proportion that you see following this painting. 



  

 

 



 

An adult is about 7 and ½ to 8 times the size of their head.  Make sure you get proportions correct.  

Draw your picture lightly with your pencil first.  You draw with your arm; you sketch with your hand.  Put 

your complete composition of the paper first.  Mark your space.  Then go back and detail.  Do your 

background first and notice how the master artist uses lighter colors in the background to show depth.  

You can learn a lot copying a master work of art.  The center of interest is what the viewer of the 

painting looks at first.  Your skater will be the center of interest. 

 

 



 

Draw a skater in proportion showing movement.  Remember diagonal lines show movement.  When you 

color your picture, do the background first.   

The following poem is by the artist E.E. Cummings.  He is one of the most famous poets of the twentieth 

century.  Cummings' work shows a particular use of syntax, or way of arranging individual words into 



larger phrases and sentences in interesting ways.  Many of his most striking poems do not involve any 

typographical or punctuation innovations at all, but purely syntactic ones. While some of his poetry is 

free verse, many have a recognizable sonnet structure of 14 lines, with a complicated rhyme scheme. 

His poetry is unique. 

Skating   

by E.E. Cummings 

Spring is past, and Summer's past, 

Autumn's come, and going; 

Weather seems as though at last 

We might get some snowing. 

Spring was good, and Summer better, 

But the best of all is waiting,- 

Madame Winter-don't forget her.- 

O 

You 

Skating! 

 

Spring we welcomed when we met, 

Summer was a blessing; 

Autumn points to school, but yet 

Let's be acquiescing. 

Spring had many precious pleasures; 

Winter's on a different rating; 

She has greater, richer treasures,- 

O 

You 

Skating! 

 

Gleam of ice, and glint of steel, 

Jolly, snappy weather; 

Glide on ice and joy of zeal, 

All, alone, together. 

Fickle Spring! Who can imprint her?- 

Faithless while she's captivating; 

Here's to trusty Madame Winter.- 

O 

You 

Skating! 

My favorite line in the poem is “Glide on ice and joy of zeal.”  Which line do you like the best?  Do you like this style 

of poetry?  Why?  

  



Hans Brinker, or The Silver Skates is a novel by American author Mary Mapes Dodge, first 

published in 1865. The novel is a colorful fictional portrait of early 19th-century Dutch life, as 

well as a tale of youthful honor taking place in the Netherlands.  Just like we can look at a 

painting from this time period and get an idea of what life was like, we can also read a novel.  

The book is about the beautiful silver skates to be awarded to the winner of the ice-skating race 

Hans Brinker hopes to enter. Dutch speed skating was introduced to Americans through this 

novel.  The book is also notable for popularizing the story of the little Dutch boy who plugs a 

dike with his finger. 

You can read the story online here: 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/764/764-h/764-h.htm 

 

 

Above is one of the first illustrations about this novel.  Do you think the artist captured the mood of two 

people skating?   This book is a wonderful triumph of the human spirit.  It shows rewards for making 

good decisions and caring about others.  Following is the beginning of the novel.  Does it make you want 

to read on?  After you read the story, do an illustration of your favorite part.   

On a bright December morning long ago, two thinly clad children were kneeling upon the 

bank of a frozen canal in Holland.  

The sun had not yet appeared, but the gray sky was parted near the horizon, and its edges 

shone crimson with the coming day. Most of the good Hollanders were enjoying a placid 



morning nap. Even Mynheer von Stoppelnoze, that worthy old Dutchman, was still slumbering 

"in beautiful repose".  

Now and then some peasant woman, poising a well-filled basket upon her head, came 

skimming over the glassy surface of the canal; or a lusty boy, skating to his day's work in the 

town, cast a good-natured grimace toward the shivering pair as he flew along.  

Meanwhile, with many a vigorous puff and pull, the brother and sister, for such they were, 

seemed to be fastening something to their feet—not skates, certainly, but clumsy pieces of wood 

narrowed and smoothed at their lower edge, and pierced with holes, through which were 

threaded strings of rawhide.  

These queer-looking affairs had been made by the boy Hans. His mother was a poor peasant 

woman, too poor even to think of such a thing as buying skates for her little ones. Rough as these 

were, they had afforded the children many a happy hour upon the ice. And now, as with cold, red 

fingers our young Hollanders tugged at the strings—their solemn faces bending closely over 

their knees—no vision of impossible iron runners came to dull the satisfaction glowing within.  

 

If you like this lesson go to visualmanna.com for lots more fun information about learning 

the core subjects through art. 

 


