
    

Making a dinosaur
Do we love dinosaurs?  Yes, we really do.  My husband has built two life size dinosaurs and having
built one in our living room; you’ve got to love them!   When you make an object in three dimen-
sions; this is a sculpture.  If you build something that is lying flat, something two dimensional, it

doesn’t need any support.  If
you build a large sculpture
that stands on its own legs,
you will always need to build
an armature first.  An arma-
ture is the structure placed
inside a sculpture to support
the medium until it hardens.
The person who commis-
sioned the sculpture tells the
artist what he/she  would like
the sculpture to be like.  The
first triceratops was supposed
to be waterproof (it was going
to sit outside);  it needed to
be strong enough for children
to play on; but also able to be
moved when needed.  It was
not to be portable, but move-

able if needed.  The second dinosaur was a velociraptor and was part of a traveling museum, so it
needed to be very lightweight, but strong. It also had to fit in a certain size box for shipping, so the
tail had to be removable.  They also wanted a lifelike stance that resembled the velociraptor on
Jurassic Park.  The specifications given by
the people commissioning it dictated the
materials the dinosaur would be made of.
The first  dinosaur began as welded steel.
It looked like a beautiful line drawing of a
triceratops. It was a  contour line drawing
of the basic shape.  After this, chicken wire
was placed on the shape to give it volume.
It then looked like a triceratops out of
chicken wire.  Finally, fiberglass was
placed carefully on the chicken wire. It
was then painted and detailed.  The second
dinosaur was first made out of chicken
wire, but has steel in the right leg that it
stands on to give it strength.  This chicken
wire was covered with celluclay and filled
in with polyurethane foam.  It was then
painted with fiberglass and detailed.   
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Carving scales on a clay head.

Dinosaur head covered with rubber molding compound.
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On the right is a picture of the dinosaur made out of
celluclay, a paper clay.  It has the armature inside.
The eye was ordered from a taxidermy company to
fit in the socket. Below is the finished dinosaur. 

On the left Mr. Jeffus is applying the fiberglass.
He has premolded rubber skin that he sculpted
out of clay.  He paints on the fiberglass gel and
then holds the rubber textured skin until the
fiberglass sets. 



Above is the eye of the dinosaur.  On
the left is the head where the eye is
inserted.  Mr. Jeffus made the teeth out
of sculpey.  He glued them to the
mouth.  



Have children draw a large dinosaur on a large brown
paper bag.  See drawing.  Let them paint both sides.  Now
staple around the edges and stuff with paper towels or tis-
sue paper.  Use a hole punch at the top and hang by a pipe
cleaner.  Another fun project is to make a dinosaur wind
sock.  Draw a dinosaur with a very wide body, so you can
roll it up and staple it together.  Use a pipecleaner and hole
punch a hole in the top and suspend it with this.  Buy a
variety of
colors of
streamers
and glue
them
around the
edge.
When you
have the
top part
completed,
hang
streamers
from the

bottom.  This can be a three dimensional paper sculpture.  Now make a paper dragon sculpture to
hang up.  How do you do this? Draw out a dinosaur on a large sheet of poster board, similar to the
ones you have drawn in this book.  Now cut this out and trace it onto the
other sheet of posterboard.  glue these together with a glue gun, or tape
them together.  Stuff paper in the dinosaur and paint it.  Now put a leash on
it and a collar with the name of your dinosaur. 
You can make a dinosaur flag. 

You can also puchase a wooden stick or dial rod at your local discount or
hardware store.  
Make a dinosaur out of this chocolate clay recipe on the next page. Pur-

chase heavy paper and cut it 11” by
14.” In Medieval times, heraldry
was very important.  Draw and
color a dinosaur on the paper and
attach it to the stick like a flag.  It
would be better if you could pur-
chase some clear plastic contact
paper and cover both sides of your
flag. 

CLAY RECIPES FOR
YOUNGER CHILDREN
Make dinosaurs out of: 

Chocolate clay, 10 ounces of chocolate chopped chunks or
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chips.  1/3 cup light corn syrup
1. melt chocolate in microwave or the top of a double boiler.
2. add corn syrup
3. pour on waxed paper about 1/2 inch thick
4. cover loosely with waxed paper and let stiffen
5. It is now the consistency of modeling clay

Make a dinosaur out of this sand clay recipe. 
1 cup of sand, 
1/2 cup of cornstarch, 
1/2 cup water, 
1/2 tsp alum.  

Mix these together in an old cooking pot, Stir this mixture slowly on medium heat, soon this mix-
ture-within a minute --will turn to a goop.  Stir hard and take off the heat, lay the mixture on an old
cutting board.  You can also use a cookie sheet. While the mixture is warm, you can either make a
dinosaur egg: you can even put a little plastic dinosaur in the egg and then allow children to study
the process of excavating a site in archaeology, and then let them bust open the egg.  Another idea is
to make a dinosaur footprint or tooth mark in the mixture to make a fossil.  You can put rocks or peb-
bles in the mixture to make the fossil look real. 

Make a green play dough dinosaur using the following.  
2 and 1/2 cups of flour, 
2 cups boiling water, 
1 cup salt, 
1 Tbsp alum, 
3 Tbspns cooking oil, 
2 packages green unsweetened kool aid. 

MIx dry ingredients in a large bowl. Add oil and water, stirring quickly and kneading well.  Store in
airtight container.  
If you are an older student, you need to build an armature out of chicken wire. You can also use
paper towel rolls and cardboard taped together by masking tape.  Now cover your armature with
strips of paper covered with wheat paste and salt first, and then cover with celluclay, that you can
purchase at your local discount store.  You will love the way hit adheres to the shape.  It will dry,
depending on the humidity, in a few days.  You will not have to bake it.  If you want it to dry even

quicker, use a blow hair dryer on the work.  Other sculpting medi-
ums for older students include sculpey, red pottery clay, and sculp-
tamold to name a few.  For serious sculptors, write to: The
Sculpture House, 100 Camp Meeting Avenue, Skillman NJ 08558
for information on sculpture supplies for professionals. 
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Dino track, Tuba City, AZ
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This is a picture of a dinosaur with a crest!  Did you know if you found the skeleton of an ele-
phant, that you would not be able to find the trunk skeleton?  You would not know that it had
a trunk if you did not have a picture of one to look at.  Draw a dinosaur head below and put
the most interesting crest (head piece) that you can think of on the top. 
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Draw the other part of this dinosaur on each picture. 
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Here are three flying dinosaurs.  Make basic shapes and draw them from the lines below.  
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Mr. Jeffus wanted everyone to
know exactly how large these fly-
ing dinosaurs were.  He decided to
draw people riding on the back of
one to show you its size. 
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Look at the picture on the following page. A pattern is a repeated design.  You can make
a variety of patterns on the dinosaurs above.  Make sure that each pattern is different.
Notice how the eye on each dinosaur is very black.  There is a little bit of white in the eye.
This makes the dinosaur look like it is alive. 
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Here is how Mr. Jeffus finished the dinosaurs.  How does this compare with the ones you did?
Write your answer in the space below.  
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In the picture above, we see variety in the triceratops species. They might all be considered a triceratops,
but the all look different.  Artists are the ones that show the general public what dinosaurs look like.
Artists show the public how large a dinosaur is by putting something like an elephant beside it.  


